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None But Us? OCT 16 1947 


I THERE no genuine Presbyterianism but Gunn, |. / 


If the only pure church is the Presbyterian Church 

_of these southern states; if the problem of Chris- 
tianity as symbolized in the Presbyterian faith and 
form of government has been solved only by us; if 
after all the great sacrifices of confessors and mar- 
tyrs of past ages, we alone constitute the true church; 
if this only is the result of the stupendous sacrifice 
on Calvary, and the struggles of apostles and mission- 
aries and reformers in all generations; then may God 
have mercy on the world and on his church.— MOSES 
D. HOGE in the 1870s, as quoted by Walter L. Lingle in The 


Christian Observer. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Former Opposed, Now Favors the Council 





Studied the Literature 


To the Editors: 

Will you please add my name to the 
growing list of those who have signed 
the statement, “For a Greater Protestant 
Cooperation?” 

For several years I have been actively 
opposed to the Federal Council of 
Churches. While a Conservative, like 
many On both sides of this issue, I believe 
it would be a serious mistake for our 
church to withdraw from the Council. 

It may be of interest to you to know 
how I came to this decision. As the op- 
position became more hostile toward the 
Council, I decided that the best way for 
me to conscientiously settle this matter 
would be to secure certain literature from 
the Federal Council and make a compari- 
son. The result is that I have completely 
changed my mind, and henceforth it is 
my purpose to stand with those who en- 
vision Christianity applied to all phases 
of human life. Of course, we all believe 
that Christianity should be so applied, 
but with the evils of the day so deeply 
entrenched we must have a voice which 
speaks unitedly for Protestantism and 
more loudly than we can do individually 
or denominationally. This the Federal 
Council can do. 

It is natura]. that the Federal Council 
should meet with strong opposition and 
deep prejudices from many quarters. Some 
mistakes might be made—“To err is hu- 
man’—but these can be rectified through 
the years, as a united Protestantism seeks 
to make the message of Christ the norm 
for individual and world behavior. ... 

GEORGE F. JOHNSON. 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Lutherans and Southern Baptists 


To the Editors: 

. . « THE OUTLOOK writers and edi- 
tors are . . “a bit too economical with 
the truth.” 

Your Federal Council issue bears this 
out. For example, your Goebbel’s strategy 
manifests itself on page 6 where you list 
“Who Is Opposed... .” “WhoIs For.. .” 
In the former column, you bunch a num- 
ber of knaves with a number of saints as 
though they belong to the same tribe; 
in the latter column, instead of setting 
forth a parallel listing, you limit your- 
self to “In Our Church . . .” thus re- 
ducing the potential number of knaves for 
a truly collateral column of pro-Council 
men. (See editorial, Oct. 13.—EDS.) 

Again, your former column is notable 
for its omissions. You are so naive con- 
cerning the strength of your enemies. 
Have you not overlooked a few signifi- 
cant ones, e. g., the Missouri Synod Luth- 
erans, with their 1000 station weekly gos- 
pel broadcast? Or the Southern Baptists, 
six million strong? ... 

Again, your disposition of the N. A. E. 
, . is rather bizarre and neither wholly 
truthful nor partially illuminating. ... 

Certainly a “good many misguided and 
misinformed people” (to use your phrase- 
ology in reverse application) may be in- 
fluenced by your typical bandwagon ap- 
proach, but I trust not an adequate num- 
ber to sustain the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in her present mesalliance. Mean- 
while we shall maintain the outlook of 
the N. T. (Gal. 1:8-9). 

GEORGE SCOTCHMER. 
Winder, Ga. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-enter 


under the act of March 3, 1879. 
“+reat. Richmond 19. Virginia. 
Presbyterian of the South, Inc 


Published week] 
Telephone 32-9492. 


P. S.—Do you dare publish so much of 
the unpleasant truth? 

@ EDITORS’ NOTE—Southern Baptists 
and Missouri Synod Lutherans do not op- 
pose the Federal Council. They are sim- 
ply non-cooperative. They will not accept 
membership in state councils of churches, 
in the Federal Council, or jin the World 
Council. Many Southern Baptists still 
practice close communion. Missouri Synod 
Lutherang will not occupy the pulpits of 
other denominations, even fellow-Luther- 
ans; nor will they allow ministers of other 
denominat ons, even fellow-Lutherars, to 
occupy their pulpits. These denominations 
have many fine qualities, but their isola- 
tionism ig not one of them. We are glad 
Mr. Scotchmer mentioned these two 
churches for they point up the question. 
Shall we, like the Missoury Synod Luth- 
erns and the Southern Baptists, refuse to 
cooperate with our fellow-Protestants in 
the great work of the Kingdom, refuse to 
maintain a common Protestant front 
against secularism and the political aspi- 
rations of Roman Catholic leaders, or shall 
we continue to cooperate with our fellow- 
Presbyterians in the United and USA 
churches, with Methodists, Congregation- 
alists, Disciples, Episcopalians, Northern 
Baptists, and United Lutherans in state 
councils, in the Federal Council and in 
the World Council? 


More Praise Notes 


To the Editors: 

° . heartiest congratulations on the 
fine issue giving facts about the Federal 
Council. This is a straight-forward, force- 
ful presentation of a subject that is vital 
to the church. It is a statesmanlike ap- 
proach. Its influence will be far-reach- 
ing. You make me indebted to THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK more and 
more. . ¢« -« 
Dallas, Texas. oO. G. HENRY. 

. « «+» your Federal Council issue was 
a masterpiece and certainly places pretty 
clearly before the church the thought of 
our accepted leadership. 

Georgetown, Ky. D. YANDELL PAGE. 





2 . Thank you for the work done in 
making this issue a strong and able reply 
to all criticisms of our church’s reten- 
tion of her membership in the Council. 

MRS. T. A. WHARTON. 
Sherman, Texas. 


the issue dealing with the Fed- 
eral Council is quite telling. It is a very 
statesmanlike presentation of the subject 
from the affirmative side. . . . This is no 
time for isolationism. ... 
Anderson, S. C. Ss. EVANS BROWN. 


.. . it is a dandy! ... How I1 wish 
the entire church could have a copy, and 
then spend an evening carefully weigh- 
ing its evaluation of the Federal Coun- 
cil! Then would the propriety of our af- 
filiation be evident without injury to our 
individual liberty, or sovereignty, or par- 
ticular viewpoint on any question. And 
it would be obvious we should share, as 
we surely want to share, in giving Ameri- 
can Protestantism its full and united 
force as a witness to evangelical Chris- 


tianity and as a defense against any and 
Of GOOG. « « « 


all un-Christian assaults upon the Church 
THOMAS KAY YOUNG. 


10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


. . . @xcellent piece of work. You are 
to be commended for your forthrightness 
and courage. .. It may interest you 
to know that both the Session and Dia- 
conate have unanimously gone on record 
as favoring not only the Federal Council, 
but also reunion with the USA church 
as soon as it can be reasonably effected. 

R. W. JABLONOWSKI, JR. 
Seguin, Texas. 





P - congratulations on your special 
issue on the Federal Council. You have 
done a magnificent job and I am hoping 
that we can secure the reading of this is- 
sue far and wide throughout the church. 
It will unquestionably have tremendous 
weight... . 
MARION A. BOGGS. 

Little Rock, Ark. 





- I feel deeply that our church must 
continue in the Ecumenical Movement that 
it may serve and be served. Needless to 
say, our interest in “Unitive Protestan- 
tism” is in keeping with our Calvinistic 
heritage and the cooperation our churches 
have supported in local communities. 

T. WATSON STREET. 
Austin, Texas. 


Dr. Young Explains Error 


To the Editors: 

In my capacity as general chairman of 
the group trying to preserve our church’s 
affiliation with the Federal Council, I 
have written many letters. I sent one 
forth to the ministers recently that was 
signed “Assembly’s Committee.” It should 
have been signed “Assembly-wide Com- 
mittee,” and that was my intention. The 
mistake was not discovered by me until 
I was faced with it in a meeting at At- 
lanta. The error could be unfair to those 
seeking our withdrawal. It indicated poor 
sportsmanship and must seem to them a 
blow below the belt. 

I am profoundly grieved about the mis- 
take. f sincerely apologize to every min- 
ister and elder of the church for it. No 
one among us wants more than I that the 
contest be carried on with utmost fair- 
ness, with kindly goodwill, and with per- 
sistent regard for the pride and integrity 
of each other, that when it is passed we 
shall have increased mutual love and re- 
doubled determination to work together in 
those essential matters that continue to 
be our primary business, whether we are 
in the Federal Council or out of it. 

TOM YOUNG. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Plan of Reunion 


To the Editors: 

All suggestions for changes in the Plan 
of Reunion with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, must be in the hands of the under- 
signed by February 1, 1948. 

Since the Plan is to be completed in time 
for presentation to the 1948 General As- 
semblies of the two churches, suggestions 
and comments should be mailed as soon 
as possible. Do not wait until the dead- 
line to send them because they are placed 
in the hands of the committee as fast as 
they are received. 

Members of the committees of presby- 
teries studying the Plan who have not 
obtained copies will receive them without 
charge by writing to me. 

E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Texas. 


More Letters p.12 
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Oxnam Appeals for 
Other Policies in 


European Struggle 


Urges Methodists to Work for 


Peace On All Levels 


Springfield, Mass. (RNS)—Assailing 
American foreign policy which ‘‘as- 
sumes that there will be another world 
war,” Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam called 
for the formation of a Methodist com- 
mission on international affairs to work 
on all levels for peace and a better hu- 
manity, in an address before the seventh 
Ecumenical Methodist Conference here. 

“American bread as it is now being 
given to the hungry of Europe is not 
for the starving, but for those who will 
follow in our selected economic way,” 
Bishop Oxnam declared. He said it was 
time the people of Europe were properly 
informed that the American people 
favor a free state to a police state, and 
are willing for other nations to solve 
some of their own problems. 

The head of the New York Area of 
the Methodist Church asserted that 
Communism can be defeated only by a 
common world view, a dynamic faith. 
“I believe that dynamic faith is Chris- 
tianity,”” he said, ‘‘and I believe the 
Methodist Church can help increase this 
faith.” 

Bishop Oxnam cautioned that we are 
“in danger of losing the remaining good 
faith of our European friends,’ and 
added that ‘“‘we must show them that 
we are sincerely interested in the estab- 
lishment of a free state.” 

“Let us remember the chain of graves 


which girdle the world, in these days 


of stress,” he said. ‘Our headlines as- 
sume another war. Our foreign policy 
assumes another world war. It is time 
we realized that an ideology cannot be 
suffocated. Ideas can only be conquered 
by better ideas. These ideas are bound 
up in Christianity, I believe.” 


Pastor Resigns Over Gift 

Dubois, Pa. (RNS)—Thure A. Homer, 
65, is awaiting a call from another con- 
sregation following his resignation as 
pastor of the Lebanon Evangelical 
church here because the board of trus- 
tees accepted a $2,000 gift from a local 
Social club which operates a bar. The 
sift was accepted last May. All through 
the summer Mr. Homer pleaded with 
the trustees to return the money, 





NEWS BRIEFS 


By Religious News Service 








New York. (RNS)—James L. Fieser 
of Bethesda, Md., formerly vice chair- 
man of the American Red Cross, has 
been appointed executive director of the 
Committee for a Christian University in 
Japan, it was announced here by the 
Federal Council of Churches and the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America. He succeeds Thoburn T. 
Brumbaugh, who was recently named 
associate secretary of the division of 
Foreign Missions of the Methodist 
Church. 

* a 2 


New York. (RNS)—Four conferences 
aimed at reaching a better understand- 
ing of economic relationships and a con- 
tinuing church program in this field, 
are scheduled to be held in Boston, New 
York, Baltimore, and Buffalo this fall, 
according to Cameron P. Hall, executive 
secretary of the department of the 
church and economic life of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches. 

The meetings, designated as “‘little 
Pittsburgh” conferences, are part of a 
follow-up plan to bring the program 
outlined at the Pittsburgh Study Con- 
ference, sponsored by the Federal Coun- 
cil last spring, down to the level of in- 
dividual community problems. 





FEDERAL COUNCIL VOTE 
Present standing of the vote by pres- 
byteries on Southern Presbyterian mem- 
bership in the Federal Council. of 
Churches is shown below: 

Against For 
Congaree, 17-8 Transylvania, 20-1 
Knoxville, 30-13 Brazos, unanimous 
Paris, 19-14 Potosi, 12-3 
Bethel, 23-20 Texas-Mexican, 23-1 
Holston, 27-17 Lafayette, 13-5 

Lexington, 29-1 
El Paso 
Central Texas 
Dallas, 31-12 
Abingdon, 24-21 
Greenbrier, 
unanimous 
Missouri, 16-6 
Birmingham, 27-11 
Indian 
Western Tex. 58-8 
Upper Missouri 
Synod of Okla., 
1 negative vote 
Neither: Kanawha 


Civilian Status Is 
Proposed for Army — 
Chaplains by Pastor 


Kentuckian Says Minister 
Should Not Be in Armed Force 


Owensboro, Ky. (RNS)—A local Bap- 
tist pastor who served during World 
War II as an army chaplain has issued 
a plea for a civilian chaplaincy in all 
branches of the armed forces on the 
ground that “crosses and cannons can- 
not be reconciled.” 

Denying that he is a pacifist, H. B. 
Kuhnle declared in an article in the 
Western Recorder that ‘‘I have come to 
believe it is a mistake for any minister 
of the gospel to be physically identified 
with and made an integral part of an 
armed force. 

“It is one thing for a man to put on 
the uniform of his country in her hour 
of need and to serve as a loyal citizen,” 
he said, ‘“‘and quite another for the 
same man to put on the same uniform 
and serve in the ranks as an official rep- 
resentative of Christ and his church.” 

The pastor suggested that ministers 
to the armed forces ‘‘be civilian chap- 
lains, ministers of churches temporarily 
released from their churches to serve 
in the armed forces by permission of, 
but not under the jurisdiction of, the 
military, Let him maintain his civilian 
status throughout.” 

Advantages of a civilian chaplaincy 
would be, according to Mr. Kuhnle: 


1. Ministers of Christ would be en- 
abled to serve fighting men without be- 
coming identified -with or made a part 
of the armed forces. 

2. Chaplains would no longer fall 
into the category of ‘‘personnel officers,” 
meaning that men would not be obliged 
to salute or ‘‘sir’’ their spiritual advisor. 
All chaplains would be on equal foot- 
ing. 

3. Such arrangement would eliminate 
“cold professionalism,” in that absence 
of military rank would mean no pro- 
motions, giving freedom from rank, and 
allowing the chaplain to freely enter the 
presence of either officers or enlisted 
men, 

4. A civilian chaplaincy would sep- 
arate the minister from domination by 
the military and would do away “with 
certain things which now becloud the 
issue and cause unrest in the minds of 
those who love religious freedom and 
sincerely believe in the full and abso- 
lute separation of Church and State.” 
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South Carolina Has Synod 
Meeting Filled With Interest 


Late in September when storms were 
the South Atlantic 
members of the Synod of South Caro- 


blowing on coast, 
lina gathered in the First church, Co- 
lumbia, for their annual meeting. Winds 
of high velocity and drenching rains 
swept the but unother 
character absorbed the time of the min- 
isters and laymen gathered for the busi- 
ness of the church. The fact that sev- 
eral were arranged in Co- 
lumbia at the same time brought an un- 
usual number to the 
an unusual array of able speakers. The 
Synodical Auxiliary met then. In ad- 
dition, there Men-of-the-Synod 
meeting, a United Adult Convention, a 
Young Adult meeting, and a gathering 
of friends and 


city items of 


conferences 


meetings to hear 


was a 


alumni of Presbyterian 
College for the launching of its $350,- 
000 campaign. 

J. W. Jackson, Columbia First church 
pastor, succeeded W. H. 
Clover as synod’s moderator, following 
Mr. Bowman’s sermon on the prophetic 


Bowman of 


work of the preacher. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


President B. R. Lacy, of Union Semi- 
nary; Warner L. Hall, Charlotte pas- 
tor, and Gen. Jos. B. Frazer, of Hines- 
ville, Ga., were speakers at the launch- 
ing of the Presbyterian College cam- 
paign. Gen. Frazer is director of the 
campaign. 

One item which was expected to cause 
trouble was settled with little difficulty. 
It had to do with changing the rules 
of Thornwell Orphanage so as to allow 
the admission of illegitimate children. 
This was first referred to an ad interim 
committee for study, but later was re- 
considered and was decisively defeated. 

The Social and Moral Welfare report, 
presented by Samuel S. Wiley, was dis- 
cussed in these columns last week. 

In many evidences of sharp divisions 
of opinion the synod stood to be 
counted. One of these was in the report 
of the Committee on Nominations when 
Judge P. F. Henderson, Aiken attor- 
ney, was re-nominated as synod’s rep- 
resentative on the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union. This was made 
an opportunity for a limited and indi- 
rect discussion of Presbyterian reunion. 
Judge Henderson’s nomination was con- 





The Race Issue in Parochial Schools 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





SIGNIFICANT 
place in the 
For 


N EXTREMELY 
taken 
Catholic schools of St. Louis. 


event has 


some years Negro and white children 
have been studying together in the 
parochial grammer schools of a city 


which generally practices segregation in 
When 
racial policy was extended to the Cath- 
high Catholic 
parents was organized in order to bring 
the 
thorities against this policy. 


the public schools. this inter- 


olic schools a group of 


pressure to bear upon church au- 

The archbishop of the diocese there- 
upon threatened the recalcitrant parents 
with which 
that they would be excluded from all of 
the church’s sacraments and ministries. 
The Archbishop declared that 


position was in clear defiance of Chris- 


excommunication, means 


this op- 
tian standards of the church as well as 
guilty of insubordination to the stated 
authorities of the church. 

Protestants may have their questions 
about the 
clerical authority; 
deny that the 
voked in a good cause. 


absoluteness of this type of 
but they can hardly 
authority is being in- 
that 
Protestant 


the Chris- 
and Cath- 


olic, is opposed in principle to racial dis- 


It is certainly a fact 
tian church, both 


crimination and segregation in general 
and within the particular, 
For the church is a community of grace 
which 


church in 


cannot recognize distinctions of 
nature and history among men as hay- 
ing any ultimate significance. 

When are made 
within the religious community they are 


doubly grievous, not only because they 


such distinctions 


add a religious dimension to the dis- 
criminatory policy but also because they 
are more explicit violations of Christian 


than of general democratic standards. 


The fact that the Catholic Church is 


both able and willing to enforce these 


higher standards 
Protestant 


might mitigate our 
self-righteousness to some 
We are not even willing at all 
enforce the standards. And 


degree, 
times to 


even when we are willing we are not 
able. We may not like the type of au- 


thority which the church has and we 
may glory in our freedom. But let us 
also admit that the price of freedom is 
frequently a considerable degree of 
just as the price of order is 
frequently tyranny. 


anarchy; 


We have a right to point to the pos- 
sible tyrannical consequences of a too 


absolute authority. But let us not do 
so without admitting that there are 


perils in a too absolute freedom also. 

Ideally, of course, the church should 
be a community of love in 
super-racial brotherhood would not 
have to be imposed by authority but 
would be embraced as a natural expres- 
sion of the Christian life. But there is 
no religious community which is ever 
free of the sins which infect the total 
Yet it is that the 
church achieve some standards, higher 
than the general average, 


which a 


society. necessary 


I cannot help being slightly envious, 
as a Protestant, of both the willingness 
and the ability of the Catholic Church to 
deal rigorously with the race issue. 

(Copyright 1947 by RNS.) 
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firmed despite vigorous opposition. 

Another nomination, which also was 
contested, was that of John R. Richard- 
son to the Columbia Seminary board of 
trustees. He was elected. 

Leslie H. Patterson, newly-elected 
executive secretary of the synod, was 
installed by the moderator. During the 
next six months he will give his time 
to the Program of Progress within the 
synod. 

Laymen were notably active in the 
meeting. Among the speakers were: 
Edward D. Grant, W. A. L. Sibley, who 
presented the Foreign Missions report; 
General Frazer with the P. C. cam- 
paign; President Brown of the college; 
Dr. W. R. Barron, of Columbia, retir- 
ing president of the Men-of-the-Synod; 
and W. E. Price, of Charlotte. In ad- 
dition to these a large number of elders 
took an active part in the discussions 
on the floor. 

Observers of the meeting felt the 
following evaluation of the meeting to 
be atrue one: ‘‘The synod was marked 
by full attendance, fairness on the part 
of the Moderator, a large number of 
significant messages, the launching of 
the P. C. Endowment Campaign, the ap- 
proval of the Program of Progress, and 
the indication that some men held 
rather strongly to widely differing view- 
points on several of the questions con- 
fronting the church today. Yet in the 
midst of it all there is a deep and abid- 
ing loyalty to the church and the 
Christ.”’ 


RADIO 








LLOYD COURTNEY 


Final preacher in the present radio 
series will be Dr. Courtney of the Old 
Stone Church, Lewisburg, W. Va. The 
church, where Dr. Courtney has served 
since 1922, was the first Presbyterian 
church erected west of the Allegheny 
Mountains. The broadcast will be heard 
Sunday, October 26, at 8:30 A. M. 
(EST) over a network of more than 
fifty stations. Dr. Courtney’s subject 
is ‘‘What Is Man’s Way to God?” 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 5 


The Churches and World Order 


World Order Day—October 26, 1947 


@ The following World Order Day Message 
was prepared by the Department of International 
Justice and Goodwill of the Federal Council of 
Churches, and adopted by the Council’s executive 
committee. It is for use in the churches on Sun- 
day, October 26, which commemorates the second 
anniversary of the United Nations. 


MESSAGE TO OUR CHURCHES: 


In the present international disorder of man the 
Christian has a God-given opportunity to serve the na- 
tions of the world through courageous action. The door 
to a better world order is still open. It has not yet 
been closed by the fears, the hatred, and the greeds of men. 
It need not be closed at all. Humanity is not bound by 
some blind destiny to self-destruction. Man is free through 
God’s mercy to break the tragic cycle of wars and prepara- 
tions for war, and to choose a new way of fellowship in 
international life. God’s design can overpower man’s dis- 
order. Consequently, a hope, which is confirmed by Chris- 
tian experience and expressed in united Christian action, 
is at the heart of the Christian message on world order. 

Despite the forbidding obstacles to peace, despite dis- 
couragement among many men of goodwill, we stress the 
relatively favorable character of the present opportunity. 
While the victors have fallen apart in victory as in the 
past, the antagonisms between the Soviet Union and the 
West need not lead to war, if the powers repudiate intol- 
erant methods. 


The Hope of the UN 


The existence of the United Nations, moreover, is a posi- 
tive source of hope. This organization provides a forum 
where the moral judgments of mankind can be focused, 
a center where negotiations ameng the major powers can 
be kept open and where particular differences can be aired 
and harmonized. It offers a means whereby international 
fellowship can be developed through constructive projects 
in behalf of the general welfare. The United Nations, 
moreover, is flexible enough to permit growth, and its po- 
litical structure can be strengthened as the sense of world 
community develops. The organization will be no stronger 
than the will of the peoples behind it, but it offers that 
will a constructive instrument to change the tragic cycle 
of conflict. The present meeting of the General Assembly 
is an occasion which calls for our renewed dedication to the 
purposes of the United Nations. We urge that special pray- 
ers of intercession be offered that a new spirit of coopera- 
tion may be born in these deliberations. 

The relatively favorable time for peace action must be 
seized upon with courage, insight, and vigor, for the fac- 
tors of conflict mount with each passing day. These ob- 
stacles to one world, like its foundations, are primarily 
moral and spiritual in character. 


Fear and a Race in Arms 


Fear is perhaps the greatest peril to peace. In every 
area of international life governments and peoples are 
taking counsel primarily of their fears. The growing threats 
to national and social security, heightened by the perma- 
nent military insecurity of this atomic age, lead more and 
more to a panic psychology. The impulse to bold and 
generous action is paralyzed, the nerve for patient good- 


will is cut, and the causes of fear are intensified. Fear 
among the victors delays the peace settlements and makes 
them more difficult. Soviet fears have deadlocked the cru- 
cial atomic negotiations and Western fears are in turn 
speeding up the new race in arms. Economic fears hamper 
effective reconstruction in Europe, and fear of depression 
in America is enlarging the factors of depression. The 
nations are caught in a vicious spiral of their reciprocal 
fears. 

Times of insecurity and fear are crucial tests of char- 
acter and make spiritual stability supremely important. The 
very lack of any adequate defense against the new wea- 
pons of destruction compels the world to rest its hope 
on the development of integrity, cooperation, and mutual 
trust among the peoples. This hope is most surely grounded 
in the Christian faith and for its realization the churches 
have a direct and clear responsibility. Economic uncer- 
tainties similarly challenge us to seek justice and free- 
dom within and among nations. This requires a revolu- 
tion in moral education in which all the religious forces 
of the world must share. 

The deadly consequences of fear and cynicism will not 
be averted by timid half-way measures, any more than by 
the desperate excesses of panic. The peoples and their 
governments, and in the first instance the people and gov- 
ernment of the most powerful nation, must be willing to 
take far-sighted and sacrificial risks for peace, as they have 
been willing to take calculated risks in time of war. They 
must be willing to act as citizens of one world without 
the assurance of such a world. They must be willing to 
live by faith—faith in man’s potentialities under God to 
create brotherhood on earth. God still rules. Only in this 
faith is there hope of overcoming the present crisis. 


What Will the United States Do? 


The United States has an opportunity to exercise bold 
and generous leadership along the lines required, in re- 
sponding to the present need of war-torn countries in Eu- 
rope and Asia for material and technical aid in recon- 
struction. A comprehensive approach to the economic cri- 
sis, such as that proposed by the Secretary of State, involves 
disciplines which will measure the moral stature of our 
people and test the spiritual vitality of our churches. Large 
as the program must be when judged by traditional stand- 
ards, the price is small when the stakes of peace are 
weighed in the balance. 

The immediate issue is whether the American people 
muster the understanding, sympathy, and moral will to 
meet the overseas food crisis this winter. The issue can- 
not be met unless our people care enough to share, through 
large-scale emergency relief, our relative abundance with 
those who hunger. The soul of America will suffer unless 
our people respond to relief needs through the conscien- 
tious elimination of waste and over-indulgence, and the 
effective organization of a broad relief program. What- 
ever temporary measures are required to effect a real shar- 
ing of available food should be adopted without delay. 
We have a chance to bring succor and hope to millions of 
men, women, and children who hunger and despair. God 
grant that we do not miss this opportunity! 


Responsibility Upon the Churches 


If national states are to meet the challenge of moral 
leadership in the present crisis, great responsibility rests 
with the churches of Christ. The individual Christian can 
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exert his influence not only as a citizen but also as a 
member of the church, which in its corporate life, develops 
integrity and mutual trust. It demonstrates them in its 
own life among various races, nationalities, and commun- 
ions. It develops the bases of understanding. Its mis- 
sionary movement constantly extend the fellowship of those 
who share the same loyalties and purposes. Its ecumeni- 
cal movement deepens and consolidates that fellowship. 
Its program of relief and reconstruction restores hope to 
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the despairing and reconciles those who have been enemies, 
Its cooperative agencies give stimulus and leadership to 
the more direct impact of the churches on the current prob- 
lems of relations between the nations. 

In this time of testing, the churches of Christ are called 
to witness to the reality of their Gospel by faith in God, 
persistent goodwill, and sacrificial deeds of mercy. “Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts.’’ 


Sunday Schools Around the World 


Face the Same Problems 


ANNOUNCER: This is the British Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration calling Station WRVA in Richmond, Va., USA. We 
present now an interview with Dr. and Mrs. Edward Grant 
of Richmond, Va. Dr. Grant is executive secretary of the 
Executive Committee of Religious Education of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, with headquarters in 
that city. The interview will be conducted by Mr. North 
Callahan, director of public relations of the World’s Sun- 
day School Association. 


CALLAHAN. Dr. and Mrs. Grant, may I ask you what 
has brought you to Birmingham, England, which, I be- 
lieve is something over 3,000 miles from Richmond? 

DR. GRANT: We are attending the 
first postwar session of the World Coun- 
cil of the World’s Sunday School Asso- 
ciation meeting here in Westhill Train- 
ing College, Birmingham. 

C: I believe the listeners of WRVA 
would be interested in knowing your 
reaction to this meeting and what sort 
of time you are having here in Great 
Britain. 

Dr. G: Well, rather a busy time thus 
far! But the whole atmosphere is far 
more Virginian than I expected it to be. While I under- 
stand Birmingham saw a great deal of bombing during the 
war, and we saw some evidences as we drove out here 
in the taxi, life seems to be quite normal except for strict 
rationing of clothes and food. As to our conference here, 
with so many folks—white, black, yellow and brown— 
from fifty-three different countries, yet all speaking Eng- 
lish, we almost feel as though we were attending a session 
of the United Nations. 

C: Mrs. Grant, what strikes you as most interesting 
about this meeting? 

Mrs. G: Well, you know I’m not a delegate to this meet- 
ing—just a tag-a-long—but there are representatives here 
from the near and far corners of our world. They are a 
group of happy, devoted Christian leaders, the real salt of 
the earth—and it’s a privilege to see them in action. Wang 
Moksa, of Korea, and Too-i-lo-vone, of the Fiji Islands were 
table companions of ours on the Queen Elizabeth coming 
over, and finer dinner guests would be hard to find. This 
is a wonderful experience for me, one that I shall never 
forget. 

C: Thank you, Mrs. Grant. Now, Dr. Grant, will you 
tell us more of your impressions of this World Council of 
the World’s Sunday School Association? 

Dr. G: Well, that’s not too easy. But I’m greatly im- 
pressed with several things. For example, fifty-three na- 
tionalities at the U. N. would find themselves lined up in 
blocs for or against one another for economic and political 
advantage, while here all are on the same side and are all 
working for one another. 





Dr. Grant 


*This is a transcript of a BBC interview with Dr. and 
Mrs. Grant which was relayed to the United States during 
their recent trip to England. It is self-explanatory. 


The War’s Over 


C: Now, what do you mean—“they are all on the same 
side”? 

Dr. G: Just this. We've had our war. 
hind us so far as this crowd is concerned. Our concern 
is spiritual rehabilitation around the world. Protestant 
leaders from the Philippines, Italy, the Gold Coast, Trini- 
dad, Fiji, Ceylon and forty-seven other countries all want 
an answer to the same question, and it’s this: How can 
our Sunday schools around the world effectively create a 
generation of Christians so strong in their faith and so 
Christian in their living that we can actually achieve “one 
world” in our time? Our job, you see, is the development 
of Christian character—the scarcest commodity in the world 
today! 

C: That’s a big job, Dr. Grant, and worthwhile, too. 
But is that all? 

Dr. G: Not at all. To do this job we must find new and 
better ways of building Christian character into the child- 
hood and youth of the whole world. We already know 
good ways to do it. But there must be better ways. And 
here we are trying to find the best way! We are compar- 
ing notes, seeing what we are doing in the fifty-three coun- 
tries represented here, and learning from one another. In- 
terestingly enough, we seem to be facing just about the 
same problems in all of our churches. 


That’s all be- 


Four Common Problems 


C: That sounds strange. 
lems? 

Dr. G: Well, to mention just a few. (1) There is the 
problem of the indifferent and religiously ignorant church 
member. We seem to have them in all churches every- 
where. (2) Then there is the universal lack of well-trained 
lay voluntary leaders in local churches. (3) And there 
is the problem of Christian parents who are not using their 
homes as schools for the Christian nurture of their chil- 
dren. (4) Then there is the wave of secularism which seems 
to be engulfing the whole world. These are just a few 
of the common problems facing Christian churches every- 
where! Here we hope to find a few clues leading to the 
right answers. If we could solve these difficulties atomic 
power wouldn’t worry us so much because then it would 
be in the hands of peopie who could be trusted to use 
it for the betterment, not the destruction, of mankind. 

C: Thank you, Dr. Grant, for that fine expression of 
what you are getting out of this meeting. I understand 
you have been up to Scotland. What do you think of it? 

Dr. G: Well, that’s hardly a fair question, I’m afraid. 
You see, I was born up there. That’s like asking me what 
I think of home. Of course, -America is home now and I’d 
never think of moving back to Scotland to live. But that 
is still my soil! My father and mother rest up in the 
Highlands. So you’ll just have to imagine how I enjoyed 
these days at my old home before coming down to Bir- 


mingham, England. I’m sure you can figure that out for 
yourself. 


What are some of these prob 
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How I Became A Christian 
I. The Story of Bishop Chen* 


Not long ago 112 Christian 
leaders from 40 countries gath- 
ered in Whitby, Ontario, for an 
enlarged meeting of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council. In 
many ways it was an outstand- 
ingly significant meeting. One of 
the high points of the two weeks 
came one evening with the telling 
of five stories by as many ‘‘first 
generation’’ Christians who came 
into that faith and fellowship 
from non-Christian backgrounds. 
These stories were told in the 
meeting as illustrations of the 
way in which the ‘‘Given Word”’ 
of the Gospel of Christ is brought 
home with redemptive power to 
the human heart and mind. The 
stories have been made available 
to us by Jesse R. Wilson of the 
IMC.—EDITORS. 


WAS BROUGHT UP in a Con- 

fucian family. My father was 

a Confucian scholar. We were 
a large family of more than 30 
members. All of us, parents, chil- 
dren, uncles, aunts and cousins, 
lived under one roof. My grand- 
mother was the head of our fam- 
ily. At thirteen I entered a Metho- 
dist Mission School, the Anglo 
Chinese College of Foochow. This 
provided my first contact with a 
foreigner, with the Bible and with 
the Church. All of these were 
often hostile to my thinking, and 
I became the leader of an opposi- 
tion student group. It was before 
the establishment of the Republic 
of China, and all students in the 
school wore the then common Chi- 
nese queue, or long hair-braid—all 
except one who wore his hair 





*Wen Yuen Chen is bishop of 
the Methodist Church for the 
Chengtu Area and Honorary Gen- 
eral Secretary of the National 
Christian Council of China. 


short. This man was the president 
of the student Y. M. C. A. and 
leader of the Student Volunteer 
group. I was greatly attracted to 
him and we became roommates 
with the understanding that he 
would not talk to me about the 
Christian faith. This agreement 
he faithfully kept. About six 
months later, however, I decided 
to go with him and his group to 
conduct a street meeting. A Chi- 
nese man present at the meeting 





WEN YUEN CHEN 
He worked from the bottom. 


began to berate my friend for not 
wearing his hair long. He said the 
fact that he did not do so indi- 
eated that the Christian faith 
which he proclaimed was a for- 
eign religion. 


At that point I stepped forward 
and defended my friend, arguing 
that the custom of wearing the 
queue was itself foreign and had 
been imposed on the Chinese by 
the Manchus about three hundred 
years ago. Then I went on, al- 
most without being aware of it, to 
defend Christianity. A missionary 
teacher, who was present, asked 
afterwards whether I meant what 


I said. That night I did not sleep 
and was quite miserable. I was 
brought to a consciousness of my 
own sin. In our room was a pic- 
ture of Christ praying in Geth- 
semane—my room-mate’s picture. 
When the first rays of the morn- 
ing sun entered the room, they 
touched that picture and illumi- 
nated it for me. I went over and 
knelt by my friend’s bed before 
that picture, and something there 
and then happened to me. I told 
my friend that I had become a 
Christian. When I went outside, 
the whole universe seemed won- 
derfully different, more beautiful. 
It was a new world, and I was a 
new creature in it. 

As time went on, I had my ups 
and downs. But God’s word be- 
came a living, dynamic word to 
me. It was unlike the word of 
Confucius or Mencius. I became 
restless to declare it to my own 
family and went first to my grand- 
mother and persuaded her to at- 
tend a Christian church. She be- 
came a Christian at 64. Then she, 
the oldest member of our family, 
and I, the youngest, began to win 
the others. She worked from the 
top and I from the bottom. And 
now, not all, but the great ma- 
jority of my family are Christians. 

As regards the communication 
of God’s word based on the above 
experience, four things seem to 
me to be deeply significant : 

1. God has various ways of com- 
muni¢ating his word. 

2. A little incident in life may 
serve as a channel through which 
God speaks to man. 


3. God’s word fulfils the say- 
ings of the Chinese sages: ‘‘It 
enriches, completes, and brings 
them back to life.’’ 

4. God’s word had an expulsive 


power; it also grows and over- 
flows one’s life. 
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EDITORIAL 





Quoting Mr. Taft? 


Here and there across the church men 
who have read the transcript of the 
Greenville, S. C., meeting of anti-Fed- 
eral Council speakers which was mailed 
to many people, have their attention 
focused on a direct quotation attributed 
to Mr. Charles P. Taft in his inaugural 
address as president of the Federal 
Council last December in Seattle. 

Readers of the Greenville record are 
told that Mr. Taft declared, ‘‘This old 
doctrine of the blood of Christ and the 
Virgin Birth of Christ might have done 
for a past generation, but they will not 
do for our generation.” 

What are the facts? Did Mr. Taft 
say this? So far as we have been able 
to discover, he did not. In its report 
of the meeting, The Beacon takes a sec- 
tion of his address, reads into it its own 
ideas of what he might have said, and 
offers its comments on the result. Evi- 
dently the Greenville speaker quoted 
directly from The Beacon without know- 
ing that he was quoting The Beacon’s 
own peraphrase. This we believe, for 
you would have to make an amazing 
stretch of imagination to get anything 
like that out of Mr. Taft’s address. 

In the section on “The Relevance of 
Revivalism,’” he said at the Seattle 
meeting (as quoted in his book, Why I 
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Am For the Church, Farrar Straus, New 
York, $2.25): 


“What do we laymen look for from 
the Christian Church? If Christian be- 
liefs are really important, they ought 
to help us face and resolve this mess at 
home and abroad. 

“The evangelicals of the revival a 
hundred and more years ago empha- 
sized the personal depravity of each 
man and the absence of any ‘particle of 
inherent righteousness’ in the miserable 
sinner. Only conversion of a kind that 
is fixed at an identifiable moment, the 
vicarious atonement of Jesus, and the 
justification that comes completely dis- 
sociated from anything else the sinner 
does, could save any of us in those days. 
They had little appreciation of liturgical 
beauty. Belief in the verbal inspiration 
of the Bible made a _ pretty complete 
whole, all of which can still be found 
today in the new churches at which we 
are accustomed to look a little down our 
noses. The membership of the Church 
of God or of the Nazarene certainly 
shows the effectiveness of the old-time 
religion, even though we _ Episcopal 
evangelicals may be convinced it is not 
a solution, at least in those terms, of our 
modern problem. It represented a great 
advance in its day over the disgraceful 
state of the churches in the days before 
the Weslayan revival, 

“But the other doctrines of the early 
nineteenth century evangelicals are as 
fresh as they were one hundred and fifty 
years years ago. They loked to Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith, 
and to the Scriptures for everything 
necessary to the health of their souls. 
They believed in baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, and these sacraments were 
neither sacerdotal nor sacrificial, but 
deeply emotional and recreating... .” 


This, you see, is vastly different from 


what Mr. Taft is being given credit for 
saying. 


Nothing Controversial 


Casper Milquetoast, in H. T. Web- 
ster’s cartoon, has to write a speech for 
his boss to deliver. ‘Don’t pull your 
punches,’’ says the boss to the Timid 
Soul, ‘‘but be careful not to offend any- 
one!” 

What will 
us, We mean write 


Casper preach—pardon 
World dis- 
order? Not if he wants to keep the 
He would have to talk about in- 
ternational politics, and Russia, and 
U. S. foreign policies, and European 
food needs. Better stay off that. 


about? 


peace, 


Nothing about labor or management 
difficulties, nor the next man for presi- 
dent. Dangerous business, these con- 
troversial subjects. So the Timid Soul, 
pen in hand, begins to write on “a con- 
stant threat to the very existence of mil- 
lions of Americans, a bloody, predatory 
enemy, the man-eating shark.” 

All the important things in life, when 
men seek honestly to achieve them, 
have serious handicaps in their way; 
when we contest for them we find that 
everybody does not get out of our way. 
We encounter sharp. differences of 
And yet, this is not too new 
for Christians in their engagement with 
the world. The Great Apostle started 
riots in every city where he preached. 
In one, people looking at the early 
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Christians talked about those who were 
turning the world upside down. 

If you can find an important subject 
for a sermon or an editorial with any 
real life in it, that has not had all the 
juice squeezed out, that will not pro- 
duce a storm, please tell us what it is. 
Not that we are looking for so easy a 
course to follow; we simply want to 
know what you discover, 


How They Did it in Atlanta 


Up and down the church plans are 
going ahead for intensive visitation 
evangelism campaigns. With thirty or 
more definitely planned for some of the 
larger cities, there must be scores of 
other smaller efforts in some stage of 
With the 
growth of this method and its cumula- 
tive effects, this church year may well 
see a decided advance in accessions over 
even last year high mark, 

We have indicated here earlier some- 
thing of the debt of the church to At- 
lanta leaders for their large-scale effort 
of last year which generated great en- 
thusiasm for the program and gave sev- 
seral hundred leaders a chance to learn 
the method. 

Most recent step in this program has 
been the publication of a 42-page book- 
let telling the story of the Atlanta cam- 
paign. It may be secured either from 
Professor Cecil Thompson, Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga., the compiler of 
the book, or Dr. H. H. Thompson, the 
Assembly’s director of evangelism, 973 
Peachtree Battle Ave., Atlanta, The 
price is 25 cents. 


preparation or execution. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Freedom Train 





Moving slowly across the country 
through the teeming cities and quiet 
towns is Freedom Train. America’s real 
treasures are on it—the original docu- 
ments of her great charters of freedom. 
Without them America is but a geo- 
graphical expression—a part of the 
earth’s surface—plains and mountains 
and deserts, rivers and lakes—-a place 
—no more. But with these precious 
documents—the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, the Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights—-America is a towering and in- 
spiring idea expressing itself in free in- 
stitutions and human rights—a home 
for men of every race, creed, and na- 
tional origin. 

Many an American, boarding Free- 
dom Train, will see for the first time 
the documents of our heritage. These, 
they will say to themselves, felt the 
touch of George Washington’s hands. 
Here Benjamin Franklin signed his 
name, These words—the very hand- 
writing—are Jefferson’s, the high 
thoughts and deep feelings of his soul. 
Here is what the brave men who 
founded America believed—in their own 
words—just as they wrote it down. 
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“A]] men are created equal.’’ They 
said that. All men are “endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights.” They believed that—not just 
for their own day and generation but for 
all future days and generations too. 

They were speaking about truths— 
things that don’t change. ‘‘We hold 
these truths’’—they said. There it is 
on Freedom Train—before our very 
eyes—calling to us out of the past— 
admonishing us to remember’ what 
America is—-what it means—and to 
look about us and see how America 
fares today. 

For Freedom Train is a reminder and 
a warning. A reminder of what we are 
as a free nation of many nations—as a 
free people of many peoples. A warn- 
ing to fight off the attack on us of men 
who never knew what Americanism is 
and who now go about stirring up every 
kind of racial, religious, and class 
hatred—using every kind of falsifica- 
tion and half-truth to spread _ their 
prejudices—claiming America for them- 
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selves—their race, their religion, their 
class—and seeking to deny the rights 
of all others. Fascists, we call them— 
and Communists—un-American, un- 
patriotic, traitors in their hearts, men 
who would destroy America by destroy- 
ing the principles of equal rights for 
all and equal justice for all set forth 
in the Freedom Train documents. 

Yes, it’s time we were reminded what 
America is—time we were , warned 
against the enemies who threaten her— 
time we all boarded Freedom Train to- 
gether—Protestants, Catholics, Jews, 
Whites and Negroes. Something else. 
It’s time we recalled that the American 
principles of freedom and justice are 
derived from the Bible. For those who 
read the Bible—and will to live in ac- 
cordance with it—realize that the love 
of God for all mankind, set forth in the 
Bible, lays upon them the necessity of 
loving their neighbors—the necessity of 
seeking to do justice toward them.— 
WILLIAM C. KERNAN, Director of the 
Institute for American Democracy. 





KENTUCKY KNOWS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” Psalm 133:1. 

EETING in the same _ town 
i at the same time, the two 

Synods of Kentucky, US, and 
USA, took much the same action about 
the reunion of the two denominations. 
The US Synod adopted without a dis- 
senting voice or vote the recommenda- 
tion of its ad interim committee on co- 
operation and union, that the syr.od 
overture the Assembly of 1948 to ap- 
prove the Plan of Union and to send it 
down to the presbyteries for their advice 
and consent. 

Kentucky Presnpyterians of the south- 
ern (US) connection, as a matter of 
fact, cannot quite see what all the anti- 
union fuss is about. They know the 
USA brethren too closely and too well 
to be fooled by anti-union propaganda, 
much of which would leave the unin- 
formed with the impression that the 
USA Presbyterians are a bad lot. cer- 
tainly unfit for us, the True Church, to 
have any serious dealings with. 

At a distance it is easier to view USA 
Presbyterians with alarm. Distance 
does not always lend enchantment. Are 
they not Yankees? Did not Montreat 
shut its gate against some of their 
leading ministers? Are they not (as 
The Beacon infallibly assures us) an 
Apostate Church, if not the Apcstate 
Church? On the other side, the USA 
Presbyterian at a distance, who knows 
about the Southern church only what 
he reads in the papers, and perusing 
Some of the fulminations against his e- 
ioved mother-church, is sometimes led 
to wonder if the US Presbyterian is 
really a person he could get on with at 
all. Is he not narrow, prejudiced, even 


fanatical? Did he not vote for Mr. 
Bilbo? Is union with people who mis- 
judge us so absurdly and distrust us so 
completely really desirable? 


O THOSE at a distance, on each 
side, may hesitate. But Kentucky 
knows. That is, in a region where 

US and USA distinctions mean very 
little, where it is possible to have face- 
to-face and church-to-church acquain- 
tanceship, Presbyterians know that the 
brothers on the other side of the line 
are just like the brothers on this, and 
sometimes even more so. 

Kentucky knows that differences do 
exist and may well continue to do so. 
No one more than a Kentuckian prizes 
local color or is a stronger regionalist. 
Regional differences of temperament 
and background will not and should 
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not be blacked out in a church union. 
There will (for instance) always be a 
crispness about the typical northerner 
that makes the southerner seem a bit 
wilted; there is a gentle suavity about 
the typical southerner that makes the 
northerner seem rather harsh. But such 
differences are superficial where the 
heart is one. 


ENTUCKY USA Presbyterians do 

not find in their US counterparts 

the marks of fanaticism; they are 
as tolerant and intelligent as the run 
of Presbyterians anywhere. Kentucky 
US Presbyterians do not find the USA 
brothers modernist, socialist, still less 
apostate. The problems on both sides 
of the imaginary line are much the 
same, whether the basic one of rescuing 
souls from the clutch of the world, the 
flesh and the devil, or the further task 
of training young and old in the Chris- 
tian life, personal and social. Kentucky 
knows that you could take most of the 
church literature published on either 
side of the fence and use it on the other 
without any one’s feeling it to be ‘‘for- 
eign.’’ Kentucky knows that a congre- 
gation could listen to a minister preach 
for a month without being able to dis- 
cover from his sermons—and perhaps 
not from his accent!—whether he is 
‘northern’ or “southern.” Kentucky 
knows the warmth of comradeship 
across denominational lines; is aware of 
the pressure on our Reformed tradition 
from every side, and knows that in 
union there is strength. Kentucky 
knows how to operate jointly-controlled 
institutions of Christian education for 
nearly half a century without the kind 
of US versus USA friction and strife 
which might be expected if these two 
communions were really as different as 
they are sometimes alleged to be. 


Kentucky knows, in short, that Pres- 
byterians who have one less or one more 
initial after their denominational label 
are not made different thereby; Ken- 
tucky knows that good Presbyterians 
are good Christians, and they do not 
fear living under the same roof, 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Louisiana Synod in Routine Meeting 


Members of Louisiana Synod at their 
recent meeting went through a rou- 
tine session, so far as business was con- 
cerned, with the high points of inter- 
est focusing on the inspirational ad- 
dresses. W. L. McLeod, Lake Charles 
pastor, succeeded E. D. Holloway of 
Monroe, as moderator. Hiram L. 
Reeves, of Zachary, was elected stated 
clerk. 

An attendance of 94 was thought to 
be the largest in the synod’s history. 
Entertainment was provided by the 
synod’s committee on religious educa- 
tion at Silliman College, its summer 
conference grounds, which is unused 
except during the conference season. 

All askings of the General Assembly 
were accepted and increases were passed 
along to the presbyteries for synod’s 
causes. The budget is divided: Louis- 
lana, 25%; New Orleans, 40%; Red 
River, 35%. 

Hugh Bradley, Decatur, Ga., pastor, 
challenged the synod to wholehearted 
support of the Program of Progress, 
stressing two fundamental emphases in 
the program: evangelism and steward- 
ship. 

President Ralph W. Lloyd, of Mary- 
ville College, Tennessee, prominent 
Presbyterian, USA, leader, delivered 
three addresses on “The Essential Mes- 
sage,”’ “‘The Historic Church,” and ‘‘Our 
World Mission.” 

Next year the synod is to meet at 
Monroe. 

(This report is based upon informa- 
tion provided by D. H. Edington, Jr., 
and George Summey.—EDITORS.) 








DECIDING THE FINANCIAL 
FUTURE OF YOUR FAMILY 


Estate planning means making sure 
that your family will benefit most from 
what you leave, without litigation, ex- 
cessive taxation, or wastage. 
Effective estate planning requires the 
benefit of legal and administrative ex- 
perience. There is no obligation in- 
volved when our Trust Department 
Joins you and your attorney in confer- 
ence. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


JOHN H. MILLER, JR., 
Chairman of the Board 
H. HITER HARRIS, 
President 
Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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N. C. Synod Actions 


Important actions taken by the Synod 
of North Carolina in its annual meet- 
ing at Flora Macdonald College, Red 
Springs, in September include: 

Full approval of the Program of Pro- 
gress with a synod goal of $1,412,390 
for the next five years. 

A goal of 5,000 additions on pro- 
fession of faith during the year. 

Inclusion of the Wm. Black Home 
at Montreat in the budget for one per 
cent so as to obtain sufficient funds to 
rebuild the structure which was de- 
stroyed by fire. 

Approval of efforts being made under 
the leadership of H. R. McFadyen, R. 
Murphy Williams and others, to develop 
a home for the aged in Greensboro. A 
lot of twelve acres has been secured and 
money includes $25,000 in cash and 
pledges and promises of $40,000 more. 
Synod set $500,000 as the goal. 

An overture to the General Assem- 
bly requests a new pastoral letter warn- 
ing Presbyterian young people against 
marrying Roman Catholics. 

After an address on Montreat by the 
president, J. Rupert McGregor, and 
an invitation to meet there, synod voted 
to hold its 1948 meeting there. This 
will be outside the synod’s boundaries 
since Montreat is in Appalachia Synod. 

Presbyterian Junior College leaders 
were encouraged to complete their 
$100,000 campaign for additional en- 
dowment by next December 31. 


To succeed O. C. Williamson as mod- 
erator the synod elected Jos. E. John- 
ston, for twenty-five years superinten- 
dent of the Barium Springs orphanage. 


Five European Students 
In Southern Seminaries 


Of theological students from Europe 
who are now studying at American di- 
vinity schools, five are in Presbyterian, 
US, institutions for the current session. 


At Austin, Texas, Seminary is Bohu- 
mil Dittrich, Czechoslovakia. Louisville 
Seminary has enrolled Evert Cremer of 
Holland. The three at Union Seminary 
in Virginia are, Lubomir Mirejozsky and 
Milos Strupl, Czechoslovakia; Hendrik 
Ten Boom, Holland. 

Austin Seminary has also enrolled 


Rock Chao and C. L. Chen, both of 
China. 
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Union Seminary Series 
Being Held in Charlotte 


Seven Union Seminary professors are 
being scheduled for a week’s lecture 
series at the First church, Charlotte, N, 
C., Oct. 12-19, on the running theme, 
“Our Protestant Heritage.” Last year 
the series was given at the seminary 
for Presbyterians in and near Rich- 
mond. Now the Presbyterian Ministers 
Association of Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
is planning an all-out Presbyterian ob- 
servance for the full week. 

John Bright was to open the series 
Sunday night, Oct. 12, on “The History 
of the Hebrew Nation and the Rise of 
Prophetic Religion’; Monday, ‘Later 
Hebrew History and the Preparation for 
the New Testament,’’ Balmer H. Kelly; 
Tuesday, “The Life and Teachings of 
Jesus Christ,’’ Donald G. Miller; Wed- 
nesday, “Paul, the Wise Master Buil- 
der,”” James E. Bear; Thursday, “The 
Growth of the Church from the Apos- 
tolic Age to the Reformation,’’ Ernest 
Trice ‘Thompson; Friday, ‘“The Theology 
of the Reformation,” {John N. Thomas; 
Sunday night, ‘‘Christianity in the New 
World,” Ben R. Lacy, Jr. 


Half-Year Report Shows 
Gains in Assembly Benevolences 


With half the church year gone, 
agencies of the General Assembly re- 
port the following receipts through Sep- 
tember 30: 

Foreign Missions (Nashvilldé), $385,- 
741; increase, $48,023. 

Assembly’s Home Missions (Atlanta), 
$135,151; increase, $2,642. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $65,884; increase, 
$5,120. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $21,676; increase, $13.62. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $17,689; increase, $1,724. 


Positions at Montreat Filled 


Two important additions have been 
made to the Montreat staff—an assis- 
tant to the president and an electrical 
engineer. J. Holland Hunter, previously 
announced in these columns, has ac- 
cepted the former position and has be- 
gun his work, coming from the posi- 
tion of business manager of the Indus- 
trial School for the State of South Caro- 
lina in Clinton. Before that service he 
had been business manager of Presby- 
terian College. 

Dr. McGregor, the Montreat presi- 
dent, announces as his electrical engi- 
neer, Keith Townsend, formerly of the 
Carmichael Electric Co., Davenport, 
Iowa, and with two years service with 
the Signal Corps during the war. Mr. 
Townsend, who resumed his former 
service in Davenport following the war, 
married Miss Margaret Scott Nisbet, 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. John Nisbet, 
retired Presbyterian, US, missionaries 
to Korea. He assumed his new duties 
October 1. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Tom B. Anderson, McComb, Miss., 
will become pastor of the Helena, Ark., 
church, November 1. 

W. L. McColgan, Clarksville, Tenn., 
assumed his new duties as pastor of the 
First church, Pine Bluff, Ark., October 
15. 

Paul E. Thompson from Raymore, 
Mo., to 311 S. Lynn St., Nevada, Mo. 

W. W. Glass, Decatur, Ala., has been 
called to the Prytania Street church, 
New Orleans. 

J. A. Christian from Amelia, Va., to 
RF D1, Roxbury, Va. 

W. U. Holley, honorably retired, of 
Crystal Springs, Miss., is serving as 
temporary supply of the Hazlehurst, 
Miss., church. Jac Ruffin, former pas- 
tor, is engaged in a two-year course of 
graduate study at Edinburgh in Scot- 
land. 

J. C. Shive from Fayetteville, Ark., to 
Yorktown, Texas. 

Charles Hamilton from Madison, 
Tenn., to 613 N. Church St., Wynne, 
Ark. 

Leonard W. Topping from Griffin, Ga., 
to 400 E. Ninth St., Greenville, N. C., 
where he becomes pastor of the First 
church. Effective October 27. 

C. I. Caleote from Laurens, S. C., to 
Broadway, N. C. 

D. L. O’Neal from Homer, La., to 
502 W. Miss.’ Ave., Ruston, La. 

H. T. Bridgman from Sumter, S. C, 
to care Asso. Mission Treas., 169 Yuen 
Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai, China. 

P. J. Garrison from Johnson City, 
Tenn., to 108 E. F. St., Elizabethton, 
Tenn. As of October 15, Mr. Garrison 
resigned as superintendent of home 
missions for Holston Presbytery in 
order to accept the pastorate of the Me- 
morial church in Elizabethton. 

Paul F. Bobb has been installed as 
pastor of the Sunset church, Dallas, 
Texas. 

M. C. Yeargen, formerly of Robstown, 
Texas, is now pastor of the Iowa Park, 
Texas, church. 

E. M. Munroe, for 18 years pastor of 
the Second church, Houston, Texas, has 
resigned his pastorate because of ill 
health. James R. Bullock, who has been 
serving as associate pastor for the past 
year, has accepted a call to become pas- 
tor. Dr. Munroe has been elected pas- 
tor emeritus. 

D. MacNab Morrison, McClellanville, 
S. C., has returned to 412 Hodge Hall, 
Princeton Seminary, N. J. 


HEADS COMMITTEE 

Harry G. Goodykoontz, denomina- 
tional director of student work, Louis- 
ville, was elected chairman of the exe- 
cutive committee of the United Students 
Christian Council at Lake Geneva, 
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Wis., recently. D. Mac Brown, Blacks- 
burg, Va., also attended the meeting 
of the Council. 


MARRIED 

Walter F. Hall, assistant minister of 
the First church, Jacksonville, Fla., and 
Miss Mary E. Lee, of Elba, Ala., were 
married in Jacksonville September 9, 
with the pastor, Albert C. Holt, officiat- 
ing. 


LECTURES ON MEXICO 

F. W. Widmer, Oakland, Fla., pastor, 
and Mrs. Widmer, who visited Presby- 
terian mission stations in Mexico during 
the summer, are now giving illustrated 
lectures on the work in that field. 


CAMPUS NEWS 





Austin Seminary Enrollment 
Reported at Forty-Three 


With 22 juniors, Austin Seminary 
finds its enrollment this year at 43. The 
two upper classes have 19—-13 middlers 
and 6 seniors. S. L. Joekel, professor 
of English Bible, gave the opening ad- 
dress for the term on ‘“‘The Theology of 
Matthew.” TT. Watson Street, new 
faculty member, has been welcomed at 
a reception. The new class engaged in 
a retreat on Friday and Saturday of the 
first week, going up the Colorado River 
to Lake Buchanan. 


PJC Receives $1750 Gift 
From Anonymous Donor 


A gift of $1750 from an anonymous 
donor brings the Presbyterian Junior 
College endowment campaign to within 
$50,554 of its goal. This Maxton, N. C., 
institution must average $555 a day for 
the next three months in order to claim 
certain conditional gifts. ... The N. C. 
Westminster Fellowship, with students 
from all over North Carolina, was to 
meet at PJC October 17-19. 


Union Seminary, New York, Is 
Scene of Special Services on India 


When the momentous union of Chris- 
tian forces in South India was being 
consummated, Indian Christians in this 


INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT MILK............ No. 1: 


A glass of warm milk before you 
retire wil] help you sleep better! 
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country joined American Christians in 
a special service at Union Seminary in 
New York, with prominent Indian 
leaders having various parts in the serv- 
ice. Paul David Devanandan, professor 
of the United Theological College of 
South India, who has recently come to 
America to serve as the Henry W. Luce 
professor of world Christianity at Union 
Seminary, said in regard to the union: 
“The new united Church of South India 
is a unique venture of faith which is 
full of promise for the future of Chris- 
tendom in India and for the rest of the 
world. The four great denominations 
which come together in South India 
now, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, ° 
Methodists and Anglicans hope that the 
same Spirit which constrained them to 
unite will draw in the other churches 
in South India, the Baptists, the 
Lutherans and the members of the sadly 
divided ancient Syrian Church groups of 
Travancore. In fact, we are pledged to 
work for this end. We have reasons to 
hold that they too are seriously con- 
sidering joining forces with the united 
Church, Then the undivided, corporate 
testimony of the Body of Christ in non- 
Christian India will be heard.’’ 


William Temple College Offers 
Theological Training for Women 

London. (RNS)—Scheduled to open 
this month as a memorial to the late 
William Temple, Archbishop:of Cantér- 
bury, the William Temple College, theo- 
logical training center for women, -will 
be established at Hawarden, Chester, 
until buildings become available in a 
university town, it was announced here. 

The prospectus states that “the. col- 
lege will give as sound and as thorough 
a course of study of the Christian faith 
and its bearing upon the structure of 
society as is possible in two or three 
years.” The course is intended for 
women with a good general education 
who wish to prepare themselves for 
Church work at home or overseas. , 

Miss M. Turner has been appointed 
principal of the College, and accommo- 
dations will be provided for 40 students 
over 18. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Says Issue Deeper Than Council and Union 





Will Peace Come Like a Dove? 


To the Editors: 

The present controversy in the church, 
must “grieve the Spirit” and must make 
the Eternal Christ wonder if the Southern 
Presbyterian Church is really a church. 
For instead of “beholding how Christians 
love one another,” they seem to be, many 
of them, bearing false witness and mis- 
representing the truth, and instead of 
studying and practicing the unity of the 
church, they are endeavoring to seek di- 
vision. 

Suppose the church votes to reunite and 
rebuild the Presbyterian family and house. 
Suppose it votes to continue to be a voice 
in the chorus of our sister churches and 
brethren in Christ. Will there then be 
peace and harmony? Suppose the church 
votes not to reunite or to continue to 
be a voice, then will peace and harmony 
descend like a dove upon us? 

We honestly know that whichever way 
a decision is reached, in the democratic 
process of voting, there will NOT be 
peace. For those who are opposed will 
not believe the battle is lost or that it 
is really won, for what about those who 
are in the church who hold beliefs which 
are contrary to their own? Will they 
not be the next on the list for attack?.. 
The real basis of the attack is really not 
Union or the Federal Council; it is deeper 
than that? It is an attack upon those who 
uphold the historic Reformed faith of Cal- 
vin and of the Reformed interpretation of 
the Bible. If we must have controversy 
let it be fought on the real issues, the his- 
toric basis of the “Faith of our Fathers.” 

Upon this basis then who are the “here- 
tics’? Who are the ones who are threat- 
ening the life of the church and are try- 
ing to “rend it asunder” and seek a 
schism? ... 

After all fs said and done, is there but 
one answer to those who seek to “tear 
our church asunder” and who will never 
be satisfied with any concession or ap- 
peasement? ,. 4 ° 

J. BRENT WOOD, JR. 
Fort Thomas, Ky. 


Buildings Available 


To the Editors: 

We have on hand about 35 buildings 
which would make excellent churches and 
Sunday school rooms. In fact we have 
sold a good many of them for this same 
purpose. Inasmuch as we are well along 
in the season we are desirous of moving 
these buildings at once, and would be 
willing to make a_ special concession, 
should they be used for a worthy cause. 
We would be willing to cut our ten per 
cent profit out of these buildings and sell 
them to religious organizations, without 
one penny down and giving them up to 
ten years to pay... 

ROY W EST & COMPANY. 
Riverview, W. Va. 


Favors Cooperation 


To the Editors: 

The writer is a retired Presbyterian 
minister, a member of Nashville, Tenn., 
Presbytery in good standing. 

I am still a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, US. Am teaching the adult Bible 
class in the First Presbyterian Church, 
USA, in Ft. Wayne, Ind. My daughter 
resides here with her family. 

I am strongly in favor of our South- 
ern Presbyterian Church remaining in the 
Federal Council of Churches. I am not 


an “isolationist.” 

It is my pleasure to know well Dr. 
Frank H. Caldwell. . . . Dr. Benj. R. 
Lacy, Dr. Walter L. Lingle, Dr. D. H. 
Ogden, Dr. Chas. H. Pratt, Dr. Thomas 
K Young and others who have signed the 
statement, “For a Greater Protestant Co- 
operation.” 

Maybe you could use this: 

All my fathers have been churchmen 

Thirteen hundred years or more 
And to every new suggestion 

They have always answered: “No!” 

Ss. W. McGILL. 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


They Stand for Cooperation 


To the Editors: 

The Session of the Gentilly Church 
heartily endorses the statement, “For a 
Greater Protestant Cooperation.” They 
and I shall endeavor to work for a more 
effective Christian witness. 

ALBERT B. LINK, Minister. 
New Orleans. 


I want our group of Christians to work 
with other groups of Christians to bring 
God’s healing to the sickness of secular- 
ism that is sapping the vitality of all or- 
ganized religion. Maybe the disease has 
already dug in too far but I want to keep 
working with others until the end. It is 
better to fail together, trying, than to 
fail alone. We gladly sign the statement, 
“For a Greater Protestant Cooperation.”— 
J. S. JOHNSON and MRS. JOHNSON, 
Crossnore, N. C. 


Please add my name (our names) to the 
statement, “For a Greater Protestant Co- 
operation” (OUTLOOK, Sept. 29). ... 

T. WATSON STREET, Austin, Texas 

R. D. ADAMS, Little Rock, Ark. 

WM. B. OGLESBY, JR., Little Rock. 

R. D. NOLEN, North Little Rock. 

J. LEIGHTON SCOTT, West Memphis, Ark. 

G. WILBUR SMITH, Stuttgart, Ark. 

KENNETH SNIPES, Forrest City, Ark. 

W. T. STEWART, Paris, Ark. 

JAMES W. BUTLER, JR., 
Ark. 

W. H. PRUITT, Holly Grove, Ark. 

F. R. YOUNG, Malvern, Ark, 

GEORGE F. JOHNSON, Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Fayetteville, 


Certainly the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress offers great opportunities for 
the advancement of the cause of Christ 
through Presbyterian enlistment. What a 
tragic mistake it would be and how para- 
doxical if, during our efforts in behalf of 
the Program of Progress, we should ex- 
press ourselves as being so “unprogres- 
sive’ as to withdraw from Protestant co- 
operation in the Federal Council and re- 
fuse to reunite with our Protesbyterian 
Church, USA, 

Of course, I favor staying in the Federal 
Council and also union. . 

Keep up the good work and present the 
facts to your readers. 
Henderson, Ky. R. A. PFRANGLE. 

For years and years I have been 
an earnest believer in and eager advocate 
of church cooperation. In the Federal 
Council we have an excellent organ for 
giving cooperative (and therefore far 
more effective) witness and service to a 
world in critical and terrific need. 

It just seems tragic to me that any sizable 
fraction of our people would want to go 
isolationist at a time when we all need 
each other as never before. A dynamic 
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Kingdom of God needs the full cooperation 
of all who would do His will. . 

WARREN HORTON STUART, 
Arlington, Va. 


- + «+ In this the most critical time 
in the history of the Christian Church, 
how can a divided church stand against 
the opposition of today when we cannot 
agree among ourselves? I am of the opin- 
ion that we need more praying and less 
talking. After all, what the worlds needs 
today is not dogma or theology, but love, 
Our Master said, “Love me even as I have 
loved you.” If we do that, our differences 
would seem so small and insignificant that 
we would not even notice them. I am not 
writing in criticism of anyone but in a 
very deep concern about the U. S. church 
of today. 

S. GEO. COCHRON. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Poet’s Corner 
To the Ediotrs: 
I get THE OUTLOOK every week 
To hear the Presbyterians speak; 
And in its pages, as they come, 
I read of glorious triumphs won. 


I also read—though with regret— 
Of inner conflicts raging yet. 

With that in mind, to Holy Writ 

I turned, and studied more of it. 


To Moffatt and to “Authorized,” 

To Goodspeed, Weymouth and Revised— 
I read all versions on my list, 

And found not “Fundamentalist.” 


Back through those books I went again, 
But, like before, ’twas all in vain— 
(Poor me; why couldn’t I resist?) 
And none was called a “Modernist.” 


I read how God his Son did give, 
But no one called “Conservative”; 
In vain did I.the Scripture cull, 

But found no one called “Liberal.” 


I found a “dern” in Modernist, 

And “dam” in Fundamentalist; 

But, lo! in Christianity, 

Nought but the name of Christ did see. 


So I am done with ‘dern” and “dam”; 
I'm not a “North” or “Southern” man; 
But try to live that Christ may be 
Each day possessing more of me. 
ERNEST K. EMURIAN. 

Madison Heights, Va. 

® EDITORS’ NOTE—Mr. Emurian grew 
up and was educated in the Presbyterian 
Church, US. He is a Methodist minister, 


American Council of Churches 
To the Editors: 

In your issue of September 29 in referr- 
ing to The Christian Beacon you say, 
“This is the official paper of the Ameri- 
can Council of Churches.” 

Please be advised that the American 
Council does not have any official paper, 
and that The Christian Beacon is not the 
official organ of this Council. 

You also state, “The American Council 
is not a council of denominations but of 
separate congregations and individuals.” 

The American Council is a council of 
denominations. Only denominations have 
voting privileges in this body. In fact, 
the general plan of organization followed 
by the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America was adopted in set- 
ting up of this council in 1941. 

WILLIAM HARLLEE BORDEAUX 
General Secretary. 
American Council of Christian Churches, 
New York, N. Y. 

@® EDITORS’ NOTE—Sorry for these er- 
rors. Instead of “official paper” we should 
have said, “the yoice,” 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Religion in Practice 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 26 


James 1-2; Print 1:5-8, 19-27, 14-20. 


This week and next we study lessons 
from the Epistle of James, a letter too 
often neglected, but richly suggestive. 

According to the traditional view of 
the church, the author was James, the 
prother of Jesus, and leader of the 
church in Jerusalem after his death. 
The letter was written to Jewish Chris- 
tians between the years 45-50 A. D., 
about the time Paul was beginning his 
first missionary journey. There were 
very few Gentiles in the church at this 
time. The Jewish Christians were hated 
and persecuted by the Jews as rene- 
gades; hated and persecuted by the 
Gentiles because they were Jews. 

James writes to give them advice re- 
garding some of the problems which 
they were facing. Our lesson for this 
week deals with two of these problems. 


I. The Problem of Temptation. 


The Greek word translated ‘“‘tempta- 
tion’ in the King James Version is used 


’ in a wider sense than we commonly use 


its English equivalent. It might more 
properly be translated ‘‘trial” as it is 
by Moffatt and Goodspeed and the new 
Revised Standard Version, for it is used 
sometimes in the sense of outward trial, 
that is, the trial of outward circum- 
stance, and sometimes in the sense of 
that inward trial which is temptation to 
sin. 

In 1:2-12 it is plain that James is 
speaking of the first sort of temptation, 
the outward trials of life, such as 
noverty, sickness, or misfortune. He 
speaks of (1) the goal to which such 
trials should lead us, the goal of per- 
fected Christian character, 2-4; (2) the 
means by which this goal may be 
reached, that is, prayer, 5; this prayer 
must be made in faith, 6-8, and out of 
the rich spiritual attitude, trusting not 
in riches, fearing not poverty, 9-11; (3) 
the reward, eternal life, 12. 

Our first passage (1:5-8) deals with 
the prayer which enables us to make the 
most out of adversity. ‘If any of you 
lack wisdom let him ask God...” The 
wisdom to which he refers is not worldly 
wisdom, not scientific knowledge about 
the universe, not intellectual preemi- 
hence, but in accordance with Hebrew 
usage, that “insight which enables a 
Christian’ to understand and practice 
and advance the religious life that is 
in keeping with the law of God” 
(Moffatt); or ‘the ability to form a true 
valuation of life from the divine point 
of view” (Willett); or ‘“‘wisdom to see 
life steadily and see it whole and to 
view its darker scenes in their right 


perspective” (Erdman). 

As Dr. Erdman goes on to say: 
“Trials may embitter, they may dwarf, 
they may work moral disaster. There- 
fore we must ask God for needed grace, 
for true wisdom, He gives to all 
liberally; he never rebukes us for ask- 
ing too much. We must, however, look 
to him in absolute confidence. If our 
minds are allowed to dwell only on our 
distress, or to turn restlessly back and 
forth from his changless love to our 
pitiful selves, the state of the soul is 
like a wave of the sea, ‘driven by the 
wind and tossed’; surely then no divine 
grace can be received, no moral pro- 
gress can be made.” (The General 
Epistles, by Charles R. Erdman. Pub- 
lished by Westminster Press.) 

In vs. 13 James begins to speak of 
the second sort of trial, the temptations 
which so often lead us into sin. There 
is, of course, a close connection between 
the two sections, for outward circum- 
stances bring temptations to discourage- 
ment, to faithlessness or to positive 
sin, James reminds us of three things: 

1. The danger which such tempta- 
tion has for us (1:13-15). It may 
issue in death. In order that we may 
guard against this danger let us remem- 
ber that temptation does not come from 
God, but from our own lusts. ‘‘How- 
ever external the inducement to it may 
appear, its root is within.’”’ Compare 
the words of Jesus in Mark 7:21-23. 
Each man, says James, is (a) drawn 
away, and (b) entrapped or seduced by 
his own lusts (evil desires). The off- 
spring of this union is sin; sin when 
mature becomes the mother of death. 

2. The gift which God has offered us 
(1:16-18). Over against the danger 
which temptation has for us, James sets 
the gift which God has offered us. 
Temptation may lead to sin, and sin may 
issue in death, but God has brought us 
forth by the Word of his Truth that we 
should be a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures. In other words, sin is gen- 
erated by our own lusts. When it is 
full grown, it bringeth forth death, but 
God has brought us forth into newness 
of life, through the Word of his truth. 
The danger which temptation presents 
is death; the gift which God offers us 
is life, 

3. The way in which God's gift is to 
be enjoyed (1:19-27). God has brought 
us forth into newness of life by the 
word of his truth that we should be a 
kind of first fruit of his creatures, but 
if this gift is to be held on to there is 
a responsibility which rests upon us. 
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(1) We must listen to God’s word. 
In vs. 18 James points out that we are 
regenerated through the word of truth. 
You know this, he continues, but knowl- 
edge is not sufficient unless we act upon 
it. Since God brings us forth into new 
life through the word of truth let us be 
swift to hear that truth. In James’ 
time the New Testament was not writ- 
ten—he speaks, therefore, of the spoken 
word, delivered through apostles and 
other inspired teachers, We have not 
only the spoken word, but also the writ- 
ten word as well, Swift to hear, slow 
to speak, says James. That is, eager 
to hear the truth from others, slow to 
set up ourselves as teachers, to claim 
that we have ‘‘the truth” (cf. 3:1), And 
slow to wrath, Bitterness and anger 
among Christians, however aroused, 
whatever the provocation, do not pro- 
duce the atmosphere in which fruits 
which God can approve are produced. 
Cf. 3:13-18. 

(2) We must put away all filthiness 
and overflowing of wickedness. The 
tense used in the Greek denotes a single, 
decisive effort. We must put away evil, 
once for all. 

(3) We must receive the word into 
our hearts, receive it with meekness, 
surrendering heart and will to God. We 
must receive the implanted, the rooted 
word, we might translate. The word 
is like a seed, which bears fruit only if 
it takes root, It cannot be the instru- 
ment of regeneration unless it takes 
root within our heart, It is this rooted 
word, James declares, that is able to 
save our souls, 

(4) One more step is necessary, It 
is not enough to hear the word with 
readiness and putting away all evil to 
receive it into our hearts, unless we 
also become doers of the word. He that 
hears the word and does it not is de- 
luded, for ‘ 

a. He is like a man who beholds his 
face in a mirror and then goes away 
and forgets what manner of man he is, 
For the Word of God is also a mirror. 
In it one sees himself as he is, with all 
his shortcomings and his sins he also 
sees himself as he may become through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
one does not do the Word, he loses the 
picture, and the hearing of the Word 
has been of no avail, On the other hand, 
he who does the Word looks into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty (the law 
of Christ is called a perfect law because 
it is final and complete as distinct from 
the Mosaic Law which was transitory 
and imperfect; it is called a law. of 
liberty because the Christian is bound 
by no statutory regulations but the law 
of love) and there sees his own per- 
sonality, as it was created in the like- 
ness of God; he abides in it, continues 
that earnest gaze, never losing sight of 
his ideal; of that which he was intended 
to be according to the purpose of his 
creation, That man grows in the like- 
ness of Christ and in the end is truly 
blessed. It is interesting to note that 
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James dwells not on what man learns 
about God in the Scripture, but on what 
he sees of God’s design or delineation 
of what he, the beholder, was meant and 
made to be. Of course one does not ex- 
clude the other; and both are necessary. 
b. True religion is proved by one’s 
daily walk and life, James proceeds to 
illustrate his point. The word trans- 
lated ‘religious’ in vs. 26 is used of a 
man who is very scrupulous of outward 
forms of worship. The word translated 
‘religion’ in vss, 26-7 is used of religion 
in its external aspect, the outward ob- 
servance of religious rites as opposed to 
inward piety. In other words, if a man 
thinks himself to be religious because 
of the outward religious forms which 
he observes, but does not bridle his 
tongue (cf. 3:1-11), that man’s religion 
is vain. Take another example. There 
were many Pharisees in the church, 
They were very particular about cere- 
monial defilement—pure religion and 
undefiled was their desire. James de- 
clares that the outward service which 
God requires is this: to visit the father- 
less and widows in their afflictions; and 
the purity which he desires is this; to 
‘keep oneself unspotted from the world. 
Not that this is the whole of true re- 
ligion, but it suggests the nature of true 
religion. It illustrates the point. 


II. Works vs. Faith, 2:14-20. 


This section, according to Dr. E. C. 
Caldwell, sets forth James’ distinctive 
message and his greatest contribution 
to Christian thought. His concern is 
to prove that faith and works are in- 
separable He questions that 
faith is the instrument of salvation, but 
he insists that if faith is real it will 
manifest itself in works. “Faith is 
‘trust and devotion and obedience and 
love; a ‘faith’ which is mere assent to 
a creed is not worthy the name. A faith 
which does not produce works cannot 
save, it is dead, it is barren—this is the 
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truth which James seeks to establish in 
this famous section of his Epistle” 
(Erdman). 

Vs. 14 states in a negative way the 
main idea of the paragraph. The King 
James translates: ‘“‘What doth it profit 
my brethren, though a man say he hath 
faith and have not works? Can faith 
save him?” According to this render- 
ing, James seeks to teach that a man is 
saved by works, and not by faith. But 
Paul, as we know, declares that we are 
saved by faith and by faith alone, apart 
from works (see Romans 3:28; 4:2; 
5:1; Eph. 2:8-9). The difficulty dis- 
appears however when we read James 
2:14 in the Standard Version: ‘‘Can 
that faith save him?’ The pronoun 
“that” specifies the kind of faith to 
which James here refers: namely “a 
mere theoretical belief—belief which 
may exist without holiness of life, be- 
lief which may stop short at a verbal 
profession of orthodoxy; a barren empty 
belief which fails to bring forth any 
fruit of goodness, kindness, mercy, com- 
passion, holiness, love, Such a faith, 
says James, cannot save the soul.” 

There is no disagreement here with 
Paul, for by faith “Paul never meant a 
dead, inert faith, but an active, moving 
energy; an energy of the intellect, the 
affections and the will by which the be- 
liever accepts Jesus Christ as he is 
offered in the gospel; an energy which 
transforms the life and brings every 
thought into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ. In Gal. 5:6 Paul speaks of 
‘faith working through love.’ The parti- 
ciple ‘working’ is in the middle voice and 
expresses the idea that saving faith 
possesses an inherent self-contained 
force which propels one to a life of love 
—love to God and love to man; faith 
that saves is a living power of good in 
every phase of life, an incorporation 
with Christ in unity of life and love. 
Equally with James, Paul would say 
that a faith that does not produce works 
cannot save the soul” (Caldwell). 

James illustrates the truth he has in 
mind in vss. 15-17. The illustration is 
important because it shows that the 
works to which faith gives rise include 
acts of beneficence in behalf of the 
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needy, a lesson that James might have 
learned from the Master himself. The 
contrast is between saying and doing, 
or rather between saying and not doing: 
“If one of you say ... and give them 
RT “Throughout the epistle 
James draws a vivid contrast between 
profession and performance, talking and 
doing, creed and conduct, assertion and 
achievement, See 1:26; 2:14; 15, 18. 
A man may claim, says James, to be 
beneficent, but unless he does something 
to help the needy, what does his claim 
amount to? It is nothing but an idle 
boast, an empty pretence in the sight of 
God and man (Caldwell).’” So faith 
that does not issue in works:is dead. 
Jesus teaches the same lesson in Mat- 
thew 7:21, ‘““Not every one who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter the king- 
dom of heaven, but he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven.” 


Moffatt translates vs. 18 as follows: 
“Someone will object, ‘And you claim 
to have faith!’ Yes, and I claim to have 
deeds as well, ...’ This seems to be 
the most likely meaning. James im- 
agines someone raising the question as 
to whether he has faith at all. The 
faith of which he has spoken, according 
to the objector, is not true faith. Faith 
in his estimation means acceptance of 
religious dogmas. ‘‘Yes, James answers 
his critic, ‘I do claim to have faith and 
I claim to have deeds as well—which 
is more than you can do! [I can show 
you by my deeds what faith is, the 
genuine religious belief which always 
come out in living obedience to the will 
of God. But can you show me your 
faith without any deeds? You cannot, 
he implies, All you can produce is a 
declaration or profession of faith, a 
mere statement, Let me cross-examine 
you on it: You believe in one God. Well 
and good. It is the fundamental article 
of the creed, but such religious belief, 
devoid of any deeds, lifts you no higher 
than the devils or demons. They be- 
lieve in one God, too, and they shudder; 
their faith is shown by their terror, an 
emotion of self-interest, but that does 
not save them.’’” The inference is 
plain: faith, intellectual faith, that 
does not issue in life, that does not pro- 
duce the kind of fruit he has described, 
is not true faith, and will not save. 


To Consider. 


“Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction. ...If a 
brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack 
of daily food and one says, Go in peace, 
be warmed and filled, without giving 
them the things needed for the body, 
what does it profit. So faith by itself, 
if it has no works, is dead.’ This is 
certainly a timely text, for November is 
the month in most communities when 
we are called upon to contribute to the 
Community Chest. And the American 
people are now being called upon to de- 
cide how far they will go to prevent the 
starvation of millions in other lands. 
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BOOK NOTES 


JESUS: WHAT MANNER OF MAN. 
By Henry J. Cadbury. The MacMillan 
Company, New York. 123 pp., $2.25. 





This is the published form of the 
Shaffer Lectures at the Yale Divinity 
school delivered in April, 1946, by Dr. 
Cadbury, Hollis Professor of Divinity at 
Harvard. The author calls these lec- 
tures “an unfinished questionnaire,” 
using for the titles of the six chapters 
questions concerning Jesus recorded in 
the gospels; such as, Is not this Jesus? 
Whence this wisdom? Why speakest 
Thou in Parables? What is this—new 
teaching? How knoweth this man? 
and, By what authority? The author 
states that he is ‘‘concerned with how 
Jesus thought more than with what he 
thought; how he knew what he knew, 
and why he urged what he urged.”” And 
he assumes that “he (Jesus) thought 
of others as they should think of him, 
and that we should attribute to him 
what he seemed to attribute to others, 
and vice versa.’”’ 

These lectures are provocative, help- 
ful in spots, and are a good antidote 
for laudatory but loose thinking about 
Jesus. But the whole series is devital- 
ized by the persistent refusal of the 
author to recognize that Jesus cannot 
be “cribbed, cabined and confined” in 
the one category—human. This re- 
viewer’s censure is not against the use 
of his method of study, which can and 
does yield valuable results, but rather 
that the author by virtue of what he 
as a professor of divinity should 
know better than to attempt to use it 
without frankly confessing its limita- 
tions and its impotence to deal ade- 
quately with the subject: Jesus: What 
Manner of Man. 

It is very harsh, but very truthful to 
say that the book gives a far better in- 
sight into Dr. Cadbury: What manner 
of man, than into Jesus: What manner 
of man. It is a good illustration of the 
old, old attempt of humanism to meas- 
ure God wholly with the yardstick— 
human, 


E. B. PAISLEY. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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A MAN CAN LIVE. By Bernard 
Iddings Bell. Harper & Brothers, New 
York, 1947. 128 pages. $1.50. 

The twentieth century, which dawned 
as a century of hope that was to bring 
Utopia down to earth, has run less than 
half its course before turning into a cen- 
tury of despair. This pocket-sized book 
is Bernard Iddings Bell’s answer to the 
overwhelming problem of living in so 
difficult an age. It points out the 
sources of strength to be gained from 
Christian belief, and it does so humanly, 
warmly, simply. 

Dr, Bell discusses the three hungers 
of man and how God satisfies them; the 
destiny of man—creation and love; how 
God has been revealed to man; the 
Church [not unlike Toynbee’s ‘‘crea- 
tive minority” ] as God’s redemptive ad- 
venture; the necessity of the Christian’s 
living according to the morality, not of 
the world, but of Christ, the essence of 
which is love; how the difficulties of 
this life may be _ successfully met 
through the free gift of God, the 
friendship of Jesus. The root of our 
present chaos is sin. (Though this is 


a dusty word, says Dr. Bell. Better 
call it “self-concentration.” ‘Back of 
almost every sin... lies fear. ... The 


business of religion is to cast out fear.’ 
Faith is an act of entrustment to Christ 
which results in the removal of all fear. 
Faith, then, is the victory which over- 
comes the world. ‘‘We do not walk 


15 
alone.”’ 

This is a very inadequate summary 
of a grand little book. A Man Can Live 
is written for real people and modern 
people meeting real problems and 
modern problems. 

GRAVES HAYDON THOMPSON. 

Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


















Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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Sunday School Lessons 


The 1948 edition of Dr. Earl L. 
Douglass’ practical expositions of 
the International Sunday School Les- 
sons contains an entirely NEW FEA- 
TURE. Striking illustrative material 
—brief stories from history, litera- 
ture or from present-day happenings 
—serve vividly to drive home the 
important teachings of each lesson. 


This 27th annual volume of lessons 


gives a clear, crisp explanation of 
each weekly lesson, with important 
points in bold type, and a special 
section entitled ‘‘ Hints to Teachers.’’ 
Every teacher will find it invaluable 
The Review 
and Expositor says, ‘‘ ‘Snowden’s’ 
has proved its worth through the 


for class preparation. 


years and deserves a place on every 
alert teacher’s bookshelf.’’ $2.00 


At your denominational bookstore or 


The Macmillan Company 
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OCTOBER OPPORTUNITY 
FOR OUTLOOK FRIENDS 


A Good Way to Build a Finer PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK. . 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 


1. You, as an Outlook reader, can mul- 
tiply the opportunity and the resources 
of your ‘‘favorite paper’’; 

2. You can enable THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN OUTLOOK to expand its in- 
fluence, improve its service. (The more 
subscribers we can have, the better pa- 
per we expect to produce). 

3. Your annual membership in the One- 
a-Year Club will make the paper pros- 
per, will contribute to a more wide- 
spread and intelligent interest in the 
work of the church, and, we pray, will 
hasten the coming of the Kingdom. 


HOW YOU CAN DO IT 


1. Work for a finer PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK. Make it grow! 

2. JOIN THE ONE-A-YEAR CLUB— 
TODAY! (Here’s how) 
Fill in the name of some alert- 
spirited man, woman or young per- 
son who will get as much pleasure 
in receiving THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK as you will in giving it. 
An order form appears below, so 
that, right now, you can begin shar- 
ing with your friends the satisfying, 
stimulating reading that you your- 
self enjoy throughout the year. 

. Our Special October Introductory 
Offer Applies. You can order THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK inex- 
pensively . . . so help yourself, THE 
OUTLOOK and your friends by join- 
ing the ONE-A-YEAR CLUB—TO- 
DAY. As Paul put it, ‘“Come before 
Winter.”’ 




















Yours to Use 


The response thus far to our One-a-Year Club has been 
such that THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK has great 
hopes for the future. YOU, like others, will want to 
broaden the paper’s influence. THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK is YOURS to use as one of your contributions 
to an alert, eager-to-serve church membership. 


403 East Franklin Street Richmond 19, Virginia 


This Is What We Mear 


Labrah Plantation, 
Thomasville, Ga. 
Oct. 6, 1947 

TO THE OUTLOOK: 


I am not sure when my subscription renewal is due 
but forwarding my check would not be amiss in an 
event. I should be very sorry to miss a single issue of 
THE OUTLOOK—(when I am away, after a matter of 
months, they are filed until my return)—as I consider if 
by all odds the most stimulating, informative, forthrigh 
sound and broad-visioned church paper we have had im 
the South since I grew old enough to read them, ce 
tainly, some 25 years ago. The courage and the reason- 
ableness of your editorial policy is one of the hopes of 
our church. 

Because I believe so thoroughly in most of the posi 
tions you have taken, and because I believe THE OUTS 
LOOK should have the widest possible reading publi 
I am asking that you also enter a subscription for the 
Flora Macdonald Christian Association, Flora Macdonald@ 
College, Red Springs, N. C. . . . I am on the Board a 
Trustees of that college, but am not familiar with all th 
publications which reach there, and it is quite possib 
that the college is already on your list of subscribers, 
in case it is not, I want the girls of the Christian Assd 
ciation of that school to have the benefit of the enlights 
ened discussions and sound, gracious Christian points o 
view expressed by your writers. The young people a 
our hope! 

Most sincerely yours, 


(Mrs. Robt. A.) LILLIAN BRITT HEINSOMRN, | 
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TO 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
403 EAST FRANKLIN STREET, 
RICHMOND 19, VIRGINIA 


Yes, I’ll join the One-a-Year Club. Here 
is my $3* subscription for: 


City and State 
Can you give 
postal zone?) 


Send a notification card indicating that 
the paper is coming to this new subscriber 
with the compliments of: 


I enclose check, money order, cash, 
amounting to $ 


*October only—lIntroductory Offer to 
NEW subscribers, $3 a year. 


Regular subscription is $4 a year. 


one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus 


: 
3 
E 
: 
3% 
g 
5 
° 
z 
i 
us 


¢ 


ne plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one pl 





s 
= 


é 
zg 
5 
L 
9 
= 
3 
Z 
i 
F 
3 
z 
i 
: 
3 
z 
a 
DL 
us 





